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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

Case No. 9:20-cv-81063-RS
STEVE HARTEL, individually and on
behalf of all others similarly situated,
Plaintiff,
Vs.
THE GEO GROUP, INC,, et al.,

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF IVY T. NGO ON BEHALF OF FREEDMAN NORMAND
FRIEDLAND LLP IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR AN AWARD OF
ATTORNEYS’ FEES, REIMBURSEMENT OF LITIGATION EXPENSES, AND
AWARDS TO PLAINTIFFES
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I, Ivy T. Ngo, declare as follows:

I. I am counsel at the law firm Freedman Normand Friedland, LLP (“FNF”).! I submit
this declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ application for an award of attorneys’ fees in connection
with services rendered in the Action, as well as for reimbursement of litigation expenses incurred
in connection with the Action. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein and, if called
upon, could and would testify thereto.

2. The schedule attached hereto as Exhibit A is a detailed summary indicating the
amount of time spent by attorneys and professional support staff of my firm who, from inception
of the Action through and including September 29, 2023, billed ten or more hours to the Action,
and the lodestar calculation for those individuals based on my firm’s current billing rates. For
personnel who are no longer employed by my firm, the lodestar calculation is based upon the
billing rates for such personnel in his or her final year of employment by my firm. The schedule
was prepared from contemporaneous daily time records regularly prepared and maintained by my
firm.

3. I am the counsel who oversaw or conducted the day-to-day activities in the Action
and I reviewed these daily time records in connection with the preparation of this declaration. The
purpose of this review was to confirm both the accuracy of the records as well as the necessity for,
and reasonableness of, the time committed to the litigation. Based on this review, I believe that the
time of FNF attorneys and staff reflected in Exhibit A was reasonable and necessary for the

effective and efficient prosecution and resolution of the Action.

!'Unless otherwise defined, all capitalized terms herein have the same meanings as set forth in the
Stipulation and Agreement of Settlement dated May 1, 2023. ECF No. 86.
1
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4. The hourly rates for the attorneys and professional support staff in my firm included
in Exhibit A are consistent with the rates approved by courts in other securities or shareholder
litigation when conducting a lodestar cross-check.

5. The total number of hours reflected in Exhibit A is 1038.6 hours. The total lodestar
reflected in Exhibit A is $702,178.00.

6. My firm’s lodestar figures are based upon the firm’s billing rates, which rates do
not include charges for expense items. Expense items are billed separately and such charges are
not duplicated in my firm’s billing rates.

7. As detailed in Exhibit B, my firm is seeking reimbursement of a total of $20,800.10
in expenses incurred in connection with the prosecution of this Action.

8. The litigation expenses incurred in the Action are reflected on the books and records
of my firm. These books and records are prepared from expense vouchers, check records, and
other source materials and are an accurate record of the expenses incurred. The expenses reflected
in Exhibit B are the expenses actually incurred by my firm.

0. Attached hereto as Exhibit C is a brief biography of FNF, including the attorneys
who were involved in the Action.

I declare, under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on October 3, 2023.

lvy T Ngo

Ivy T.Wgo (Oct 2, 2023 21:39 PDT)

Ivy T. Ngo
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EXHIBIT A

Hartel v. The GEO Group, Inc., et al.,
Case No. 9:20-cv-81063-RS

Freedman Normand Friedland, LLP

LODESTAR REPORT
FROM INCEPTION THROUGH SEPTEMBER 29, 2023
TIMEKEEPER/CASE STATUS HOURS RATE LODESTAR
Devin (Velvel) Freedman | Partner 72.4 980 70,980.00
Constantine Economides Partner 75.3 880 66,254.00
Colleen Smeryage Partner 31.7 819 25,968.00
Ivy T. Ngo Counsel 347.4 927 322,080.00
Thomas Trabue Associate 34.8 600 20,880.00
Devyn Glass Associate 309.7 412 127,590.00
Kelvin Goode Associate 25.4 715 18,161.00
Carly Henek Associate 18.7 600 11,220.00
Jessica Clark Associate 16.2 605 9,804.00
Christina Larkin Paralegal 58.4 232 13,566.00
Marijanne Revilla Paralegal 33 345 11,385.00
Michelle Lawson Paralegal 15.6 275 4,290.00
TOTAL LODESTAR 1038.6 702,178.00
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EXHIBIT B

Hartel v. The GEO Group, Inc., et al.,
Case No. 9:20-cv-81063-RS

Freedman Normand Friedland, LLP
EXPENSE REPORT

FROM INCEPTION THROUGH SEPTEMBER 29, 2023

ITEM REFERENCE AMOUNT
Legal Research Westlaw $3,524.89
Investigation (General) L.R. Hodges & Associates, Ltd. $4,521.76
Consultant (Damages) Crowninshield Financial

Research $1,996.00
Factual Research Prison Legal News $19.95
Mediation Fee JAMS Inc. $4,237.50
Litigation Expense Social Media LLC $6,500.00
GRAND TOTAL $20,800.10
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EXHIBIT C
Freedman Normand Friedland, LLP

FIRM RESUME
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